
Report to: Cabinet, 25th October 2016

Report of: Councillor Jabba Riaz, Cabinet Member for Clean, Green and Leisure 
Services

Subject: PLAY AREA INVESTMENT

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Cabinet allocate a one off budget of £100k for investment in play 
equipment at Oldbury Road, Medway Road, and King George V Park.

2. Background

2.1 For 2016/17 the Council has allocated a one off sum of a further £100k, funded by 
New Homes Bonus grant. This was detailed in the Budget and Council Tax report to 
Council in February 2016 that stated “Play areas have been a priority investment 
area for Cabinet for the past few years and 2016/17 is no different. Additional funds 
will be set aside to ensure quality play area provision.”

2.2 Maintenance of the Council’s play areas is primarily funded by existing revenue 
budgets of £175k p.a. which cover staff, minor components and sundry items, and 
replacement of end of life items including play equipment, safety surfacing and 
fencing. The annual budget for replacement of end of life items is £100k p.a.

2.3 The Council maintains 44 equipped play areas distributed across the City, with over 
300 individual items of play equipment such as swings, slides, roundabouts, climbing 
frames and multiplay units.

2.4 Play areas range in size from destination sites in the City’s premier parks down to 
small local sites containing only a few items of equipment.

2.5 A small number of additional publicly accessible play areas are owned and 
maintained by a social housing provider.

2.6 Condition and safety inspections of play equipment are carried out regularly to 
identify any issues that require remedial action. Minor items such as bearings, swing 
seats and other sundries are dealt with as they arise. Equipment requiring more 
substantial repair, refurbishment or replacement is identified by officers for inclusion 
in an annual programme funded from the annual budget. Occasionally equipment 
identified as end of life requires immediate removal.

2.7 Where additional spend is available from s106 funding, this is used to supplement 
the base budget to replace equipment where appropriate. For example, the 
dilapidated Diglis Fields play area was replaced in 2015 at a cost of £80k funded by 
s106 contributions.



2.8 Opportunities may also arise through the planning process for additional play areas 
and equipment provided either as part of a development or “off site” through s106 
agreements. For example a new play area was installed at the Green Centre in Dines 
Green at a cost of £50k in 2014, funded through s106 agreements.

2011 Review

2.9 A detailed review of play area provision and maintenance was carried out in late 
2011 by an all party Member working group. The working party reported their 
findings to Cabinet in December 2011.

2.10 In summary, the group highlighted that the budgetary provision at that time was 
insufficient to maintain the existing stock of play equipment across 52 play areas and 
a range of options were presented that included reduction in provision and additional 
funding.

2.11 In receiving the report Cabinet thanked the working party for their work in 
investigating the issue and noted that the proposed budget for 2012/13 included an 
increase for play maintenance. This brought the budget up to current levels.

Progress

2.12 Since 2011, an improvement in the quality of provision has been achieved and the 
current provision for play is well maintained and provides a safe environment.

2.13 However, equipment continues to deteriorate with age, and from time to time 
individual items or entire play areas are identified as reaching end of life and 
requiring replacement or removal following routine inspection. Vandalism is not 
generally a major problem in Worcester but occasionally equipment has been subject 
to significant damage.

2.14 A detailed review of stock condition, predicted longevity and implications for 
refurbishment and replacement is due to be undertaken in early 2017.

2.15 The annual budget for 2016/17 is fully committed to the replacement of end of life 
equipment and of one particular item that was subject to arson. 

2.16 In addition to this work funded from base budgets, three specific locations have been 
identified that would benefit from additional investment in the provision of play 
equipment.

3. Preferred Option 

3.1 It is recommended that Cabinet allocate the one off New Homes bonus funding of 
£100k to improve equipped play provision at three specific locations as detailed 
below. 

3.2 It is also recommended that prior to procurement of equipment appropriate local 
consultation is undertaken to establish users and residents preferences. This is 
standard practice where significant new or replacement equipment is proposed. 
Consultation usually includes engaging with local schools regarding the final choice of 
specific pieces of equipment, and consulting with local residents regarding location of 
the play area.



Oldbury Road

3.3 The Oldbury Road open space has been identified as a potential location to make 
provision for equipped play in an area of the City where there are very few 
opportunities for the installation of play equipment. The public open space is 
surrounded by housing and is accessible on foot from both the South and North.

3.4 The site is adjacent to the proposed new University of Worcestershire development, 
“University Court”. Early discussions with the University indicate that there will be 
opportunities for landscaping and other improvements to the Oldbury Road open 
space, which will be subject to discussions and negotiations through the planning 
process.

3.5 It is proposed that up to £60k is allocated to fund a new play area at Oldbury Road 
open space. This will create a play area for toddlers and juniors incorporating 
structured and natural play elements. The scheme will include appropriate fencing, 
surfacing, seating and a litter bin. Detailed design will take into account the natural 
topography and feedback from consultation. The design will also allow for additional 
improvements to be added should further funding become available from s106 
funding or other sources.

King George V Playing Fields

3.6 The play area at King George V playing fields is located adjacent to the Community 
Centre and artificial Grass Pitch. The play area is accessible from entrances to the 
South, East and West of the park, but currently has a relatively low play value due to 
the limited range of equipment, with particular regard to the junior age group.

3.7 It is proposed that up to £20k is allocated to fund additional equipment at King 
George V playing fields to improve the range and play value of the existing play 
area.

Medway Road

3.8 Following a recent inspection several pieces of equipment suitable for toddler age 
children have been removed from the Medway Road play area due to safety issues. 
Communication with local residents has shown that this equipment was popular and 
replacement would be welcomed. This play area, which is located adjacent to a well 
used community centre operated by Worcester Municipal Charities, would benefit 
from the return of toddler equipment and it is proposed that a sum of up to £20k is 
allocated for this purpose.

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 The available funding could be invested in the existing stock of play equipment, 
refurbishing and replacing equipment before it reaches end of life. The 2011 review 
highlighted that the Council has a large number of play areas and items of 
equipment and that each of these will reach end of life at some point. At that time 
they will require removal and funding will need to be found if they are to be 
replaced. Investment in refurbishing or replacing aging equipment in order to 
prolong the life of the existing stock could therefore be considered as an alternative 
use of the additional funding available.



4.2 The one off funding could be placed in a reserve to be used to replace equipment 
that reaches end of life in future years and needs to be removed. The recently 
removed equipment at Medway Road, which is recommended for replacement in this 
report, is consistent with this approach. The remaining funding could be held in a 
reserve for similar circumstances in the future.

4.3 Neither of the above alternative options provide all of the facilities proposed in this 
report.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications
The Council has allocated funding of £100k for Play Area Investments, funded from 
New Homes Bonus Grant. This is available to support the recommendation made by 
this report.

5.2 Legal and Governance Implications
Allocation of New Homes Bonus funding to specific projects in sums greater than 
£10k requires a decision of Cabinet.

5.3 Risk Implications
No significant risks arise from the content of this report.

5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications
Theme 3 of the City Plan 2016-2021 is “A Healthy and Active City”. Opportunities for 
interesting and exciting active play are a first step for children on the road to life 
long activity, and equipped play areas can form an important part of encouraging 
this.
Equipped play areas can also provide a community focus for children and parents to 
meet and socialise and maintaining this provision supports Theme 1, “Stronger and 
connected Communities”.

5.5 Equality Implications
Support for equipped play areas provides opportunities for children to engage in 
physically active play. There are no further implications for groups with protected 
characteristics arising from the content of this report.

5.6 Human Resources Implications
Work arising from the proposal within this report will be delivered with existing staff.

5.7 Health and Safety Implications
Play areas are subject to a stringent inspection regime which minimises health and 
safety risks to the public.

Ward(s): St Clement, Nunnery, Rainbow Hill
Contact Officer: David Sutton

david.sutton@worcester.gov.uk
Background Papers: Play Review Working Party, Report to Cabinet, December 

2011


